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JEWISH EMANCIPATION. 
We are highly gratified to learn that the plan which we advo- 
cated in our last number, of holding public meetings to discuss — 
the question of our emancipation, is favourably entertained by 
many of our persuasion ; and if we mistake not, by many of the 
board of deputies. We are aware of the religious scruples which — 
prevent many pious and respectable members of our community — 
from taking part in the proceedings of the board. A narrow- 
me minded (though a very small) minority consider the desire of our 
me being emancipated incompatible with our prayer for the coming of 
wir Messiah.* Others apprehend that the strict observance of 


mm our Sabbath and festivals prohibits the attendance of Jews in 
: | Let us therefore invite these || 
gentlemen to public discussions, and we will point out to the — 


Parliament on those holy days. 


former, that we pray in our synagogues for the prosperity and 


political power of the government under which we dwell, wherever | 


m we may be scattered, although we, in the same breath, and with the 
m strictest consistency too, express our fervent hope that “the Re. 
come unto Zion.” 
me 6 «tothe latter we will show, that the attendance of members in 
= Parliament on particular days, is evitable, for, should one of those 
m days occur when a question of legislative importance has to be de- 
@ cided, on which it may be a duty to vote—the object may be 


effectually accomplished by previously pairing-off with some mem-— 


ber of opposite opinion. 


Parliament being now open, no time should be lost in manifest-— 


| img the general desire for emancipation by our body. If the laws 


}of our Literary Institution do not permit political meetings being | 


held there, there are many other public halls in the city. where we 
may meet; and we remind the board of deputies of the Hebrew 
adage, mM, what time must accomplish is 
m often accelerated by judement. 


There is another means of achieving, or at least tending to 


achieve, the desired end of our Emancipation, to which we would 
Tespectfully call the attention of the Deputies. Many pamphlets 
}and articles in Jewish and Christian journals have been written 
by various parties in this and other countries, strongly and 
argumentatively in favor of the claim for the removal of our 
disabilities. Let some of them be reprinted, published, and dis- 
tributed among our poorer brethren, who have not the means of 
purchasing them, and among the members of both Houses of 
Parliament. We are convinced, even our working classes will 


contribute their mite to so ose, if you, great and — 
| e to so laudable a purpose, if you, g | || Jews and all other dissenters, 


wealthy men, are not ashamed of meeting and telling them that 
it is not vain ambition which prompts you, but the welfare of the 
“ommunity at large, which we trust it is your object to promote, 


and soon will be promoted, by a faithful discharge of your impor- 


tant duties and the all-powerful aid of Him who engrafted on the 
mind of man that panting for liberty, with which He inspired 
m, “to make him rule over the works of His hand and to 


under his feet.” We publish the following highly 


sta ide letter by J udaicus, in our No, 9, who says, ‘‘ We English Jews, 
Is country, but not of it, pray constantly to return to Jerusalem and 


to the Christian 2 want, therefore, no assimilating plans to draw us. nearer 


cate as it affects our own beloved country. 


| redeem, and vindicate before the world, the character of his people, 


teresting extract from the Christian Examiner of this month, a 
publication of great respectability :— 


' “"Not only do we see an advantage in the measure of Jewish Emancipa- 


tion in England as operéting favourably on the minds of the Jews of all 


nations, but we expect much ultimate good from the example of this great 


country, as tending to remove the anti-Jewish prejudices and persecution of — 


the less enlightened governments of the world. Our bad example, the 
other way, has, it is to be feared, hitherto had much cruel force, It is time 
that the day of atonement were come. Though, certainly, the cruelty of 
direct persecution has not, of late years, been visited upon British Jews, the 
positive persecutors in other countries know wel) enough that special civil 
exclusion from the peculiat advantages of a so called free state, is of the 
nature, and has, in however modified a degree, similar effects, with their own 
more deadly acts.of wrong and oppression. Despots are ne very intellectual | 
reasoners; but they can feel, logically. As this want of full confidence in 
the Jews on the part of England, must seem to arise alone or principally 
from apprehensiveness in regard to our religion—for no one supposes that 
they are feared as civil foes—we are thus encouraging, among some of the 
semi-barbarous governments of Furope, the most fatal and energetic prin- 
ciple of all persecution—the notion that it may be considered favourable to 
the success of religious truth. The autocret Emperor of the North would 


‘not perhaps immediately follow our example of kindness and considerate- 


ness to the-Jews; but who knows how. much more complacently be may 
have issued his inhuman decrees against the Polish Jews, since their English 
brethren ‘were not, at any rate, trusted by the government of this much-'— 
boasted land of freedom! 
‘To revert to the advantageous tendency of the measure which we advo- 

Small in wamber as the British 
Jews are in comparison with the population of which they form @ part, 
their relative importance, socially considered, may not be,and in fact ts not, 
in the same insignificant proportion. If fair opportunity be afforded to 
them, it-is likely that the principle of ambition natural to all men, will, in 
their case, produce exertions on the part of such among them as may be 
gifted with talent and high social virtue, to obtain honour and distinction — 
in society.. They have been a too neglected, and perhaps a despised class. 
There must, therefore, be now living many an aspiring youth who pavts to 
With. 
out exactly agreeing, in its full extent, with all that has been said by the 
distinguished author of ‘Coningsby,’ in praise of what, he calls the Cauca- 


. sian race, we think that it is indisputably true that there always bave been, 


and still are, the most undoubted marks of characteristic genius among the 
ancient people of Ged. Their sacred and inspired literature, preserved and 
cherished, as it has been, amidst all their sadly changing fortunes, must ne- 
cessarily have contributed to the formation and continued reproduction of 

corresponding moral character. Much of this has, doubtless, been repressed 
or concealed, Many a mute inglorious Mendelssohn may be reposing in 
sad oblivion in the humble, quiet, unfrequented cemeterics of the Jews, Is 
it wisdom in a State to withdraw from any class ofits subjects, however 
limited itr number, the powerful motives to social excellence and usefulness 
which are supplied by eligibility to the rewards of honour and distinction 
which are due to successful literary, scieatific, or political exertion , we... 
should delight to see the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge open to 
Nothing bas more pleased us than the form- 
ation of the recent literary and scientific institation inthe city, for Jews in ~ 
union with Christian fellow-members. The idea was a happy one, and it 
will produce the best effects. Separation and distance between various 
social classes is the greatest curse that can befall a country. Prejudices of 
the vilest birth, and the most ignoble associative feelings are kept alive and 
almost etecnized, Children, almost from their infancy, acquire them, tm- 
perceptibly, from the mere habit of observilg the signs of alienation and 
separation in the every-day customs of life. The first gushing springs of 
benevolence and philanthropy in the beart of an ingenueus child are thus 
tainted and thrown back, as it were, to thicken and eorrupt the wery life. 
blood of the soul, If it were possible to calculate how much the morel 
character of a people is affected by rhe continuance among them of unfair 
social distinctions, it would be found that @ just Providence punishes, ts 
thousands of ways commonly unperceived, the nation in which they ate 
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— CHRONICLE, 


allowed. Pride—an offensive, pragmatical arrogance—is produced among 


the privileged, which, though invisibly, is resisted by a secret, rankling, 


scornful discontent on the part of the excluded. Nobleness of soul is thus 
sadly checked in each by two of the most fatal principles of moral corrup- 
tion. The humiliated class have a tendency to confine themselves to pur- 
suits of an exclusive character, which must necessarily somewhat narrow 
their minds; and too many among the ascendant class are rendered propor- 
tionally apathetic for all high and ennobling purposes, by the self-satisfying 
complacency with which they assume the accorded but unmerited supe- 
riority. | | 

“ We demand, earnestly, cordially, for our brethren of the fated house of 
Israel—for our fellow-subjects and neighbours—complete justice and equal 
liberty. For the moral and religious results, we are willing to trust to 
calm, candid, and charitable discussion.” 


We understand that a number of gentlemen (among whom are 


Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, Aaron Asher Goldsmid, Moses Mo- 
catta, Benjamin Elkin, and J. G. Henriques, Esquires, &c.) have 
addressed to Sir Robert Peel a Memorial, strongly urging a re- 


quest for the introduction by Government of a measure for the | 


complete removal of the disabilities affecting the Jews. 
Sir Moses Montefiore and other 


last ; we are happy to learn that they were very favourably received. 


SERMON OF THE REY. MR. MARKS AND 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—I am one amongst the numerous class of readers of your. 


spirited and independent Journal whose avocations in life have 


not suffered me to avail myself of one tithe of the information 


embodied in the Talmud and the several rabbinical writings, but 
am mainly indebted to the twenty-four books of the Bible for the 


_ knowledge I have been enabled to acquire concerning the doc- — 


trines and rites of the Jewish faith. 


The establishment, therefore, of the Jewish Chronicle,”’ which 


promised to give a fair hearing “to every opinion soberly ex- 


pressed and devoid of personalities” (and which it is but just to— 


adimit has hitherto been faithfully kept), has afforded me con- 


siderable gratification; because am indebted to its columns for 
clear views upon many subjects of which I was before but par-- 


tially informed, and chiefly upon those of a theological character, 


which are rarely accessible to persons deficient in Talmudic lore 


and rabbinical literature. 
Amongst the questions at present agitating the Jewish com- 


munity, and upon which it becomes every Israelite to endeavour 


to form an independent opinion, apart from all bias and religious 


antipathy, is that of the -schism_ now unhappily existing between | 


the members of the Burton Street Synagogue and the rest of the 


| Jewish body. | 


After the new synagogue has been established three years, 


during which time many injurious falsehoods have been circulated 


with respect to its principles, a sermon of the Rev. Mr. Marks, 
the minister of the congregation, has appeared in No. 4 of the 


_‘* Jewish Chronicle,” in which sermon some of the views and 


practices of the schismatics are set forth at full length and with 
remarkable distinctness. 

Until I had read this sermon I was not fully informed as to the 
objects, as well as to the principles, of the seceders. 
from the perspicuity of style and the popular manner in which 


the information is conveyed, or whether from the narrowness of 


my own knowledge in matters purely theological, I candidly admit 
that truth, scriptural truth, appeared to me to be stamped upon 
every page, May, every paragraph, of the Rev. Mr. Marks’ 
sermon, 
Serious: misgivings, however, came over me when, in the 
“Chronicle” of December 6th, 1 read the first paper of H. P. 
The writer commenced what I anticipated was to be a reply to 
the positions taken up by Mr. Marks, with such seriousness 


and ushered in his strictures with so grave a motto, nan n> 


¥ 


particulars and to what extent the seceders had swerved from th, 
tenets of Judaism, I ran over the first paper of H. P. again ay 
again, and awaited with no inconsiderable anxiety the Appearance 


- soever may be the writer’s affection for truth, into which we shal i 
enquire more fully hereafter, he has shewn but small regard fy 


gentlemen of the Board of 


| | sight in this instance. ‘The reply has signally failed: in fact, j 
Deputies had an interview with Sir Robert Peel on Wednesday | 


attempted to make the entire sermon a convenient peg upo 


yyw or double festivals. 


receive the command in this sense. 
section of the yw stands apart from, or is totally independent of 


But whether 


the love of truth J cannot hoid my peace, and on account of true 
devotion I cannot remain silent,” that [ really became apprehen. 
sive of having formed too hasty a judgment, and of having pe 
mitted my reason to be duped by the amplifications of rhetori 
and the plausibilities of sophistry, = 

With the eagerness of one resolved to be convinced in why 


of the succeeding numbers of the “ Chronicle,” fully persuading 


myself that the “lover of truth” intended to analyse the said 


sermon, and to expose to public view every statement that q 
peared to him heretical or fallacious. But the task which H,p 


has imposed upon himself, having now been brought to a close i 
a love for ‘fair play” obliges me to declare, that how greq im 


logic, or if he love truth at all, it has altogether been kept out of 


has been no reply at all. The writer has crept away from ti. 
cussing the principles enunciated by Mr. Marks, whilst he ha 


which he might hang up a dissertation of his own upon the 


- From the statement of H.P. (see “Chronicle,” page 61) ifm 
would seem that Mr. Marks had taken an unwarrantable liberty! 


with the text of his sermon, by interpolating the word all in the 


English version of the passage, ym. Now 
this is very wide of the fact. Mr. Marks has put his own expli-| 


cation upon this verse (a privilege which most preachers are wont 
to assert), and has spoken of it as applying to all the laws of the 


-Pentateuch. If so humble an individual as myself may volunteer] 


an opinion, I beg leave to observe that I myself am disposed to 


the preceding chapter of the book. On the contrary, the naturd 
inference is, that it is adjuncted to the fifth chapter of Deutero- 


nomy, which commences thus WOR") 55 bs TWD RY" 


“ And Moses called: unto all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, 


O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ear 
this day, and learn them and keep and perform them.” 


Now, will H. P. seriously maintain, because the word $5 (all) 


is wanting in this verse, that the inspired iegislator alluded to 


particular opwDwn) opm (statutes and judgments) only, and that 


he did not mean the Israelites to understand that they were “t0 


learn and to perform’ the other ordinances of the Bible? Thi 
word pyn (this day) has precisely the same signification in Deut i 
v. 1, as in the verse, IWR 
~ And these words which I command thee this day’’ (Deut. vi. ® 
By virtue of what rules of biblical criticism does H. P., then, ™@ 
strict the application of py in the latter passage to the fourth 
and fifth verses of the sixth chapter? Was the section of tht 
yow the only portion of Scripture which Moses rehearsed to bi ™ 
flock on that day? Might he not have pronounced the fifth a 
well as the sixth chapter of Deuteronomy at the self-same time~ im 
at least, on the self-same day? This is avowedly the opinion “™ 
Aben Ezra, notwithstanding the broad assertion of H. P., thal ; 
rabbinical criticism is universally in favor of the confined applica 
tion of the passage. The “lover of truth,” who appears to bem 
mean rabbinical scholar, ought certainly to have been aware thal | 
Aben Ezra applies 93) ym (and these words, &¢ 
to the miwy (ten commandments), “ or,” says he, thet 
Now, H. P. a 
hardly be disposed to accuse me of undervaluing his theologi? i 
| merits, if I venture to assert that, in the exposition of the Serj} 
tures, Aben Ezra is at least as trustworthy an authority ® 


may refer to all the statutes and judgments.” 


himself. ~~ 
Now, allowing H, P.’s logic to be sound (which. am very 


It does not appear that the! 
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> 


these words,” &c., in what has the minister. of Burton Street 
sinned by declaring the passage to include all the laws of the 
Pentateuch, so as to excite the religious zeal of the writer, who, 
«for the love of truth, could not hold his peace”? Had the 
preacher held forth the doctrine that Israelites were required to 
practise and to teach their children the precepts of the pow only, 
to the exclusion of all the other Mosaic ordinances, there would 
then, I grant, have been reasonable grounds for complaint ; but, 
since Mr. Marks enjoins his flock to take to heart the entire 
Pentateuch, and to train their children in the practice of all its 


“precepts, it is certainly erring ( if anerror it be) on the safer side. 
It can hardly be supposed that the reverend gentleman’s object 


was to abolish the observance of phrpn and ny, as_ he empha- 


tically states that his congregation do retain these rites: nay, 


more, he strongly insists on their continuance. It is true, the 


writer enters into a learned dissertation upon the word mix (a sign); | 


but in this he establishes nothing, nor does he shew any reason- 
able grounds for having taken the field; for, if Mr. Marks’ ser- 
mon may be permitted to speak for itself, the word nsx (sign) is 


‘there expressly declared to refer to ‘‘ outward ceremonies,” and 
to have been one of the “considerations ’”’ that “influenced ” the 
Of allthis H.P. is him- |) 


 gelf so convineed, that he remarks (page 61), ** We are therefore 


seceders to retain the and niin. 


under no obligation to Mr. Marks for granting that the divine 


legislator commanded us to put the Tephilin on our head and 
hand.” The point being then conceded that the minister does 
admit the necessity of these observances, what, in the name of 
reason, I would ask, has H. P. to eomplain of, and what sufficient |) 
cause can be shewn to your readers, Mr. Editor, for coming 
| before the public with four several articles, each headed “ Rev. 


Mr Marks’ Discourse”? 


The sermon embraces principles of paramount importance to 


Judaism, especially in the present times, when our once united 


- community is distracted by the divisions of reformers and anti-— 
reformers, memorialists and counter-memorialists ; and yet H. P. 


has not thonght fit to combat any one of these principles of the 
seceders ; but has left the field in the undisputed possession of their 


There are certain doctrines propounded by Mr. Marks deserv-— 
ing the gravest attention. He confidently asserts, that the MORAL 


PRINCIPLES of the Bible are alone fixed and certain; but ‘* that 
ceremonials, however important, are changeable at the will of God 
(and of God only), or by the fact of our being placed in such cir- 
cumstances as to render the performance of them impossible.” Nor 
is this mere gratuitous assertion ; substantial proof is brought to 


bear from the book of Numbers, as well as from the book of | 


Joshua, where (in the former) an instance is cited of the celebration 


of the Passover being deferred for a month, and in the latter, it is _ 


stated that the covenant of circumcision was discontinued for the 


long period of forty years, whilst Israel was travelling through 


the desert. The reverend gentleman does not, in consequence, 
admit these biblical rites to be any the less binding ; but he shows 
that they become minor points when compared with the doctrines 


of God’s unity, the immortality of the soul, &c. or when they are 


compared with moral precepts. 


Again, Mr. Marks acknowledges but three ceremonials which | 
are unchangeable :—first, the Sabbath and festivals; secondly, the | 


covenant of circumcision ; and thirdly, the distinction of meats. 
But he does not allow a permanent character to the ritual, nor to 


the practices of the synagogue. Here also he supports his doc- 
trine by incontestable proof; he reviews, but with less minuteness 


than I could have desired, the worship of the ;3wn, or travelling 
tabernacle, in juxta-position with the public service in the reigns 
of David and Solomon; this he then compares with the worship 
in the days of the (men of the Great Syna- 
gogue), also with that in the times of the Mishnaic doctors ; and 
finally, with that which prevails at the present day; and in every 
‘nstance he shows the most notable variations to exist. ‘“ The 


| 


from admitting) with regard to the restricted application of “ And | 


because it is no where descernible in his papers. 


= = 


Bible itself,” says he, “ contemplates this necessity ; for although | 
| It enjoins in the strongest manner upon Isreel the necessity of 


public worship, it is quite silent as to the precise mode in which 
it shall be carried out, or as to the particular liturgy that shall be 
used; but it leaves those forms to depend altogether upon the 
social condition of our people.” 

_ Mr. Marks, reasoning in this strain, asserts the right of Israel 
to accommodate its liturgy and its synagogue observances to the 


necessities of the times: but he especially declares that such a 


task ought to be undertaken by those only who are the ‘‘ acknow- 
ledged teachers of Israel.” 

‘‘ But since the “ acknowledged teachers” show no disposition 
to reform abuses and to introduce spirituality in the synagogue, 
‘it is then our duty,” continues the sermon, “ to avail ourselves 
of the right which the synagogue confers, and whieh has at all 


times been exercised, to form ourselves into a religious communion 


upon the principles of the Mosaic faith—to make the doctrines of 


the Pentateuch our guide—to mark at the same time our venera- 
tion for our ancestors, by adoptmg their enactments, whenever 


they tend to carry out the principles of the Torah; but not to 
suffer them to supersede the divine law, nor to stand in the way 
of true devotion and spiritual advancement.”’ 


I appeal to you, Mr. Editor, whether these statements of the 
Rev. Mr. Marks are not of much greater moment than the appli- - 
‘cation; lin ited or extended, of yn or even the 
etymology and signification of the word myx? And yet he, “who. 


for the love of truth could not keep his peace,” and whose letters 


purport to be a reply to the “ Rey. Mr. Marks’ Discourse,” has 
not an opinion to offer; nay, not a word to utter, upon these really 
important topics. No sooner is he delivered of his criticisms 
| on Aon canain ym and mix than he hurries away to the 

wr which makes up three-fourths of his critique, though it 


has no more to do with the principles of Mr. Marks’ sermon, 
than with the planetary system or the laws of gravitation, =| 

A high respect for your space, Mr. Editor, as well as a due 
consideration for the patience of your readers, prevents me from 
following H. P. through his various shiftings, in order to give 
consistency to his theories upon the Double Festivals; besides 


which, this question has been fully discussed by B. E. in the 


“ Voice of Jacob,” No, 88, and inthe “ Jewish Chronicle,” No, 7. 
But let rot H. P. suppose that the sober thinking islanders of 


Great Britain can be so easily imposed upon, as to dignify his 


casuistry by the name of argument, or that they will be led to 


imagine, that he bas shaken the positions taken up by the seceders, — 


because he has volunteered to administer to us instruction upon 
the rules and 17/2 which, from time 


immemorial, have been taught to infants in every charity school 


contemporaneously with .2 

The motto of H. P. might lead to the inference that ‘‘a love 
of truth’? induced him to undertake his present task. I thank 
him for the inference he permits me to draw from his motto, 
Methinks, how- 
ever, that the same “love of truth” which caused him “to break 
silence,” and to pounce upon such parts of the sermon as did not 
meet his views, should also have induced him to express his ap- 


probation of many parts.of the same sermon, which breathe sen- 


timents of the most unaffected piety, display unquestioned zeal and 


love for the faith of Moses, and which do ample justice to the 
“piety, the wisdom, and the genuine worth of the ancient sages of - 
Israel. But not only does the “ lover of truth” pass all this by, 


but he accuses Mr. Marks of unworthy motives, in permitting his 
sermon to be published, affirming that he has “ flung down the 
gauntlet ;’” or in other words, that the Rev. gentleman has put it 
forth in order to provoke controversy, and to engender ill feeling. 

Since writing the above, the ‘* Occident,"’ No. 9, has been lent 
to me, which contains the self-same sermon of Mr. Marks. I 
cannot refrain, even at the risk of trespassing upon you a few 
moments longer, from placing before the Jewish public the fol- 
lowing note, introduced by the Rev. Mr. Leeser, because it forms 
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_ Marks for having published his sermon. | 
reverend gentleman was anxious “to throw down the gauntlet,” — 


104 
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so wide a contrast to the want of candour, liberality and justice, in 
H. P.'s criticisms. 

“ The above sermon, which is the only one of the series which we 
have seen, has been placed in our hands by a relative of one of 
the leading members of the West London Synagogue, no doubt 
with a view to give to us, and probably to our readers, such a cor- 


rect idea of the movement of which Mr. Marks is the ostensible 


leader. The gentlemen composing the society have felt aggrieved 
at the various unfounded reports which some persons not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with them have thought proper to circulate ; 


and, though it was not mentioned that it was expected of us to 


publish this discourse for the purpose of contradicting these ca- 


lumanies, we rather believe our ‘so doing now will appear as the_ 


most simple manner of accomplishing this result; and we there- 
fore let Mr. Marks speak again to our readers in his own words, 


which we give verbatim, without any alteration from his MS, with — 
the exception of leaving out several Hebrew quotations. Our 
readers will see how nearly Mr. M. has come to orthodoxy, and 


how much he must depend upon rabbinical. exposition to enable 


him to study and understand the Scriptures. We trust that before 
long he will see how wrong he was to commence, or at least to 


countenance a movement which must produce a division of action 


_ where in fact no like division of sentiment does exist. We need 
not say, that in giving publicity to this sermon, we do not endorse — 
all the sentiments it contains; as our object is merely to let our 
readers have a proper view of the London. movement, of which all 
_have heard, and to refute the idea entertained by some, that, in 


establishing a new form of worship, the persons engaged in the 
enterprise had done any thing to approach Christianity. It is one 


thing to condemn the separation and the new name which has 
been adopted, but quite another to say that the persons who have ~ 


acted therein are no longer Jews. We moreover hope, that con- 


our gratification that Mr. Marks has so unequivocally expressed 
his respect for our teachers, and his determination to follow their 
guidance ; his reservation amounts to but little—we speak of his 


principle—and as such we recommend it to the serious considera- 


tion of some, who have, without any knowledge of the subject, re- 
jected rabbinical authority altogether ; and they, we trust, will see 


how dangerous it is to reject without having something much 
better to put in practice.”"—Ep. Oc. 


‘It will be seen that two contrary motives are attributed to Mr. 
H. P. states that the 


whilst the Rev, Mr. Leeser affirms that it “ was for the purpose 
of contradicting unfounded reports which some persons not ac- 


quainted with them (the principles of the Burton-street Synagogue) — 
thought proper to circulate.’ 
satisfy myself of the truth through an intimate friend of mine, | 
who is an active member of the New Synagogue, and I find that 


I have taken some trouble to 


the Rev, Mr. Leeser has done but justice in attributing to Mr. 
Marks the only motive which induced him to select this sermon 

I now take my leave of H. P., assuring him that [ am no less 
anxious than himself that every difference between the seceders 
and the other synagogues should be discussed with truth and fair- 
ness; but at the same time, declaring that I have failed to dis- 
cover truth and fairness either in the spirit or in the-matter of his 
criticisms. Iam, Mr. Editor, your obedient servant, 


London, 3rd February, 1845. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE “ ARCHIVES ISRAELITES 
DE FRANCE,” OF JANUARY, 1845. 
(Continued from page 97.) 


Te principal reforms introduced into this congregation* are, 


the abolition of the second festivals, even that of mm, the curtail- 


* Burton Street. 


London Rabbins; and, on the 10th of May, 184], appeared g 


‘made by the Portuguese Congregation, of a conciliatory character, 
| more effectual: one party persisting in their reforms, and the 
other refusing every kind of concession. See 


gation; amongst whom we have discovered honesty of purpose and 


have devoted themselves do not authorise them to determine upon | % 


the opera. And what devotion, what order, reigns in this modest Him 


: a truly pious tone in the recital of the prayers ! We must confess 
ciliation and kindness may ultimately produce a perfect union, | 
_ whereas harshness and repulsive action will only widen the breach 


in cur synagogues, with the silence broken only by the impressive 
' to an incurable extent. Before closing, we cannot help expressing 


|| reading of Mr. Liwy, the }1n—if he compare it with the touching = 
hymns of a well-trained choir and with the profound devotion of 
the whole congregation—he cannot suppress the exclamation, 


preacher, who defined to them the first five articles of the deca- 


of the New Synagogue, *‘ whose object,” said he, ‘‘ is to preserve 


‘sometimes interrupted, but only by the tears of the congregation, 


must be acceptable to God. We quit such a synagogue better 


ment and re-composition of the liturgy-from the best Portions ¢ 


the two rituals,* the abbreviation of the weekly section of y, 
-Pentateuch,t the abolition of the my, the sale of riyyn, ANG the 


‘jnaw np. The Pentateuch, as well as the entire service, is sim 
read, the choir is good, and the service commences much later ang 
is shorter in duration than in the old synagogues. ts 

- When this new Synagogue, whose ritual was published som, 
time since, first came into being, it was met by a protest of the 


pastoral letter, signed by the late Dr. Hirschel and by Mr. Dayig 
Meldola, Rabbin of the Portuguese Congregation, which wa 
addressed to all the British Jews against what the writers denp. 
minated a schism. In this letter, it is set forth that nothing which 
our ancestors have established can be changed. 

This document produced no result ; nor was a recent attem 


~ We have conversed with several members of this new congre. 


a truly pious spirit. Though many of the members are men of 
education, yet the studies and occupations to which some of them 


theological questions: indeed, amongst them may be found member a 
who had never before frequented a synagogue. Now, however, & 
nothing can equal their earnestness. The men as well as the women Him 


|| are most assiduous in their attendance at the modern worship (nov Him 


veau culte); and of the latter many have assured us that they expe. 
rience more delight in frequenting the synagogue than in attending 


temple! What unction in the sermons of Mr. Marks! What 


that if an impartial spectator compare the distraction which reigns 


cms px mt Surely this is none other but the 
house of God!” : 

We were present at the service on the first day of m5, when 
three boys and two girls were confirmed. After the portals of i 
the ark were opened, Mr. Marks commenced his exhortation i 
The confirmants replied readily to all the questions of the @ 


logue in a manner well adapted to the youthful understanding; and 
he then applied the last five commandments to the necessity of . 
subduing our passions and of rendering ourselves content with the 7% 
portion which God has bestowed upon us, when he briefly treated @ 
of the principal duties (moral and religious) of the Israelite, &e.&¢. 
He next addressed his audience, explaining to them the intentions 


the enlightened doctrines of our ancestors, and not to introduce 
wild innovations.” He speaks with fluency, and often completely 
carries his audience with him. The silence which reigned during 
the sermon, of at Jeast three-quarters of an hour in duration, wa 


especially in the ladies’ gallery. 

Without pronouncing any judgment upon this new congreg® 
tion [the principles we presume our contemporary to mean], " 
must admit, that in a place where prayer is offered up with genullt 
devotion, where there is no distraction of thought on the part 
any worshipper, because every one sees himself in the presence” 
the Supreme Being—in such a place the performance of worship 


men, because every thing there brings to the mind the greatnes 
of God and the nothingness of mortality, In this synagogue als0 
the ntost perfect equality is observed, and nothing distinguishe 


* German and Portuguese. in 
tT In this our contemporary is in error, the entire m7 being read as © | 
all other synagogues.—Eb. J. C. 
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AND WORKING MAN'S FRIEND. 


the rich from the poor. Here pride can find no place, and vanity — 
cannot pass the threshold. : 

‘There is some idea of enlarging this synagogue, now become too 
small for the number of its adherents. At present it is almost en- 
tirely frequented by men of fortune, the Goldsmids, Montefiores ( H.), 
Mocattas, Elkins, &c.&c. May this freedom from mundane 


thoughts and this true piety abide there for ever ! 


~The Jewish schools and benevolent institutions are verv nu- 


- merous, and in the year 1838 amounted to no less than thirty- 


seven. We shall at present merely allude to a few of them. We 


| chanced to be in London during the school vacations, and had 


not therefore an opportunity of forming an opinion upon the 
general character of the instruction afforded there, which has been 
go severely criticised by foreigners who have formerly visited 
London. Through the politeness of Mrs. Almosnino, the inde- 


M fatigable President of these institutions, we were permitted to 


inspect the Girls’ School and the Alms-houses of the Portuguese 
Congregation, which appeared to us highly satisfactory. We may 


@ say as much for the women’s alms-houses ; but the boys’ school 


has every semblance of a Heder of olden days, and requires great 
The Infant School, under the charitable auspices of a ladies’ 


Mm committee, amongst whom is Miss Anna Goldsmid, well known 


by her excellent translation of the Sermons of Dr. Salomon, is 


: | admirably conducted. Of the Jews’ Free School (Bell Lane) we | 
only saw the locality: it contains 900 boys and as many girls.* | 


There is no community of interests among the German and Por- 


tuguese Jews: they have separate synagogues, separate schools, — 
me separate hospitals and cemeteries. Happily su¢éh is not.the case 
me amongst us—but this is not the fit. place to discuss so grave a | 


| 


We shall take occasion to refer in a future number to the | 
| pry 72, an establishment unique in its kind, when we shall at the 
| same time briefly allude to the other charitable institutions. Let 
| us, however, express a hope that in our country also, and especially — 
in the capital, institutions for the training of infancy and for the pro-_ 
me ‘ection of old age may continue to multiply. And here we would 
ee particularly make mention of the well-known ‘Jewish Ladies’ Cha- 
oe ‘ity.’ The self-same cause which called into operation the several 


Jewish infantine establishments in London, exists also amongst us. 


= In London there are found missionaries, who, taking advantage 
Me of the misery evident in the dirty confined streets of Duke’s-place 
me (the appearance of which is truly wretched), endeavour to poison 
me ‘ie minds of children in this neighbourhood, by inducing them to 


adopt a creed totally at variance with Judaism. In consequence 


ie of this attempt, many pious and worthy Israelites of both sexes 


that 


formed themselves into committees and furnished funds necessary 


In our country this shameless system of proselytism is also 


@ making way. We are informed that many Catholic ladies, assisted 


by a certain Abbe, are endeavouring to allure Jewish children into 


et us hope that these attempts will not succeed. 
The Jewish schools at Paris will soon be enlarged and rendered 


houses at Paris. for the purpose of apostatising them. 


m “pable of containing children who cannot at present obtain ad- | 
Mission, 


Thanks also 


to the munificence of our city, a house of 


m ‘efuge will provide for poor children ; and the society for giving 


marriage portions to poor girls, founded by M. Cohn, will con- 
ee prosper under the patronage of the ladies’ committee and 
ls president, the Baroness I. de Rothschild. Other ladies, imi- 


g ‘ating the example of the Baroness, have, during the past year, 


Benerously contributed to the hospital for the sick. We feel per- 


oy that, inthe matter of infant schools, our sisters of France 
WI display as much zeal and liberality as those of Great Britain. 


“teehee becomes universally manifest under the auspices of 


Our contemporary has 


one-thi evidently been misinformed: we should think 
€-fatrd of the number stated would be nearer the truth. : 


|| ing of the first fruits in Jerusalem. 


m for the support of institutions, in order to save Jewish children — 
trom the seduction of the missionaries. | 


From the “ Archives des Israclites” of February. — 

The latest letters from Stuttgard (Waurtemberg) inform us 
that in this city also they are preparing a petition to the chambers, 
praying for the emancipation of the Jews, a measure which con- 
templates the concession of all political rights ; for already, during 
many years, have the Israelites of Wurtemberg fully enjoyed all 
civil rights. [We alluded to this petition as being numerofMly 


| signed (18000) at Cologne in our last.— Ep. J. Curon.]} | 


Russian and Polish Jews are arriving in great numbers (at 
Koenigsberg) to prevent being exposed to transportation into the 

distant regions of the Russian empire. 
part, those who are seeking to establish themselves in France and 
America ; and they rely on the assistance of their co-religionists to 
enable them to arrive at their destination. 


FROM THE MISHNA.* 


_ {Having been called upon by many of our subscribers to give 
them occasional specimens of the writings of our ancient authors, 


we have great pleasure in complying with their wish, and present 


to them the subjoined extract, the first of a series. It is a portion 
of the Mishna—Bekkurim, chap ili. 2—8 ; recounting the offer- 
It is translated by our cor- 
respondent, J. L. 


| Iw what manner were the first fruits (Deut. xxvi. 1, 2) brought 
to Jerusalem? All the cities belonging to an order,} assembled — 
in the city, where the chief of the order resided, and rested over | 
night in an open place belonging to the city, but, entered no 


dwelling-house. At day-break, the chief proclaimed, * Arise, 
and let us go to Zion, to the house of the Lord, our God.” 
They that dwelt in the neighbourhood brought fresh figs and 


grapes, whilst they who resided afar off brought the same species | 
of fruits dried. A bullf preceded them, whose horns were gilt 


and entwined by a wreath of olive leaves: the flute was sounded 


| until they arrived near to Jerusalem. When they had arrived 


they dispatched messengers, and adorned meanwhile the first 
fruits: - The deputies and representatives (of the officiating priests 


and Levites), together with the treasurers, who were proportioned _ 
to the number of those that had arrived, came to meet them ; and 


the professors of every handicraft in Jerusalem arose at their 
passing, and greeted them :—* Our brethren, inhabitants of ——— 
be. yout coming in 
Again the flute sounded, until they approached the mount, 
whereon the Temple stood: arrived at the mount, each—the King 
Agrippa not excepted—took a basket on his shoulder, and pro- 


| ceeded to the court-yard; that attained, the Levites began the 
song, “I will praise thee, O Lord, for thou hast uplifted me, anc 


didst not permit mine enemies to rejoice at me.” 


- The doves that were fastened to the baskets were then brought — 
as burnt-offerings, but those which. were carried in hand, weig 


gifts to the priests. 
Whilst each yet carried 


* The Mishna was written by Rabbi 


compilation of our oral law, written to prevent its being lost by our disper. 


sion. in-the year 180, according to the Christian chronologists, but, according | 


to ours, in the year 141 of the Christian era.— Ep, 3, Cu. 

+ Similarly to the priests and Levites (1 Chron. xxiv. 25) was the whole 
people divided into twenty-four orders, for the purposes of the public ser- 
vice. From each of these a deputation was chosen, who performed their 
functions in a fixed order, and one of these did, as the representative of the 
people, provounce the prayers and blessings in the Temple, whilst the sa- 
ctifices were brought. | 
every day, Sabbath excepted, they read portions of the (7) law. Such, 
however, as lived at some distance from the Temple performed the duties 
mentioned in the house of assembly In their owu towns. The origin of this 
institution is by the Talmad (Taanith, 26) referred to the age of Samuel, 
and Maimonides derives their name (my, radix “oy) from their standing 
to perform the prayers, supplications, and recitations from the law. 

¢ That, namely, intended for the sacrifice. 


105 


They are, for the most 


his basket on his shoulder, he read — 


Judah the Prinee, more generally 
known by the title of Rabenu Hakadosh, i.e., our holy master. It is a 


They also had fasts on four days in the week, and 
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ait 


on the 7th inst. 


an, “ This day do I declare before the Lord thy God,’ ” &e. 


(ibid. 3—10), to the end of that section. R. Yehuda said, that he 
repeated only till the words, “* Anerring Aramite was my father.” 
When he had read 80 far, he took the basket from his shoulder, 


and held it at its edge, whilst a priest laid his hand under it, and 


completed the wave-offering ; and having placed his basket at the 
side of the altar, he worshipped and left. 

Formerly, whoever was able to read, did so, and the portion 
was dictated to those that could not read.* But when many re- 


frained from bringing their offerings on this account, it was’ 


ordained, that it should be dictated alike to those that could, or 
could not read. 

The rich brought their first- fruits in baskets of silver and of 
gold; and the poor brought theirs in wicker baskets; and the 
baskets as well as the fruits were cinepesdsioa to the — 


JEWS AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC. 


INSTI TUTION. 


In pursuance of the plan to which we alluded in our notice of 
the Concert of the 27th January, as being adopted by the com- 


“mittee of the Institution, to obtain a fund for the provision of the 


Library, without drawing from the other advantages at present 


offered to the members, or interference with the intention to in- 
crease them, as public support is tendered to the institution, Mr. - 

Henry Russell was engaged to give one of his vocal entertainments 
As might be expected from this gentleman’s po- 
-pularity, the Hall was very well attended, producing another pro- || 


fitable result ; there is not, perhaps, at this moment, any vocalist 


obtaining a greater share of public favor than Mr. Russell, and 


on the occasion we are now alluding to, peal after peal of applause 


_ testified the pleasure he was imparting to his auditory. This suc- 
cess affords a singular instance of public judgment. With no very 
“surpassing points, either in the composition or the poetry of his |) 
songs, Mr. Russell entirely succeeds in riveting the attention of 
his hearers, and in carrying them with him with almost as much | 
interest as though they were spectators of the scenes he delineates, © 


yet his voice, though good, is of but limited extent, and not too 


well calculated to surprise an audience into those storms of appro- 


bation we are used to hear given him. Few of his melodies take 


that skill which does not merely rebound from the ear, but rests 
there, stored for our lighter moments ; and it is somewhat remark- 


able, that those of his songs that receive the greatest share cf 
applause, are (almost without exception) joined to the worst poetry; 
but to make up fortheir disadvantages, Mr. Russell has a good judg- 


ment of the components of an audience: his art is to appeal to the. 
domestic passions. ‘lo touch the heart is his aim, and he suc- | 
ceeds, even though in these appeals he exhibits a dearth of inven- | 

_ tion, having but one burthen to nearly all his songs—one subject 
_ standing in the foreground of all his pictures, namely, a child 
placed in a position of imminent danger; but Mr. Russell is also 


superior to his compeers immeasurably in another respect—in 
feeling. 
not a letter that is not distinctly articulated, whether in fear or 
joy, doubt or despair. Who can hear “The Gambler’s Wife” 
thus sung without feeling, during the tolling of the fleeting hours, 


their own sympathies for the deserted and dying parent 


and her offspring ? or mark the progress of the “ Ship on Fire” 
without anxiety as to the result? It is to the possession of these 


simple means of causing the heart to leap or fall at will that he 


owes his good fortune. He never makes an attempt to astonish 
the public by mere feats of execution, or sacrifices his song for the 
sake of a roulade, or sings English as if it were some unknown 
and unintelligible tongue. The profession are startled at the 
result of his performances, and at their own limited success when 


. This pray er is one of that class, which, according to law, ' was recited 


in the Hebrew only (Sota, 32); but this language, as is known, was no 


longer commonly oaeyes & in the days of the second temple, 


which we to some extent agree. 


been determined what the said testimonial shall consist of, a de. 
: the same to the above popular Jewish champion. 


| of the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, withdrawn their resignation, the Ii 
| situation of resident governor, &c., is consequently not vacant, i 


| Helens, and that he expressed his delight with the singing of the jm 
choir, who attended specially for the occasion and executed son 


-and General Literary Institution. 


the Beth Holim Hospital was held on Monday evening last, t 
|| receive the report of the Stewards of the late Ball, presented by 
| their Chairman, Joseph Sebag, Esq., on. which occasion i 
|| became the gratifying duty of that gentleman, after making a ful 


| transfer to the hands of the Treasurer of the Charity, the net 


Count Louis de Noailles, Alderman J. Johnson, Philip Salomons 
-Esq., W.Thornboro, Esq., and Sir Peter Laurie, will act as steward 


| at the ball i in 1 aid of the funds of the anove excellent charity.” 
‘that hold on the remembrance which is after all the trvest test of |} — 


they are thrown in competition with van but they have their 
remedy. Let them study his style, and wonder not. We cap, 
not close this without adverting to the brilliant manner jp Which 
Mr. Russell gave Largo al factotum,”’ affording an_ illustratig, 
of the opinions advanced by some of the daily ‘Press, and wid 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
On Friday, the Mth instant, S. M. Drach, Esq., FR. AS. 


was chosen one of the Council of the Royal Astronomical sel 
for the ensuing year. 

We understand that the list of ‘auicsiatienis for the presents. 
tion of a testimonial to David Salomons, Esq., by the Ward of & 
Portsoken, amounts to about £100, and that, as soon as it ha 


putation of eight gentlemen of the committee will formally presen 
Mr. and Mrs. Harris having, with the consent of the committe : 


We hear that ‘Alfred Bunn, Esq., Lessee of Drury’ Lane . 
Theatre, recently paid a visit to the New Synagogue, Great i 


favourite Jewish melodies. | 
On Thursday (yesterday) evening Mr. Silk Buckinghes de. 
livered his third lecture on Arabia, in the theatre of the Jews 


Betu Hospirar meeting of the- Committee 


statement of the income and expenditure of the undertaking, to 


of £584 9s. 6d. 
Jews’ ORPHAN hear that Lord Dudley 


last evening in the Paris “ Siecle” of 31st January. 


Lit insertion | in your next publication. 


ambassador, M. de Pontois. 
pelled the Jews. or, what amounts to the same, having forbiddety 


Not a word he utters but seems to fall from the heart— _ 


immediately expelled from’ 


Abraham Ben Jaddai, Rabbiner der juidischen Gemeinde 2u 


To the Eulitor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Manchester, Febr wary 7, 1845. 
Sir,—I beg to subjoin a translation of an article which I real] 
Should yeu 
deem it useful for your periodical, I shall be glad to see: you giviog iim 
Eis Ru EINLANDER. 


(Translation. 
6 must acquaint you with a fact which does great honour to yout 
The eanton of Grison having && 


them to engage in any industry or trade, a French Jew refused t 
give over working out the mine which belongs to him, and place 
himself under they protection of his ambassador; whereupon the latte 
declared, that if a Frenchman was to be expelled from the tert a 
tories of Grison, because of his religion, every citizen. belong!" ii 
to the said canton, and residing in France, would, in return, a 
The Lower Senate (Kle 
Rath) was obliged to yield to this firm declaration.” 


Lo the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Str,—Will you allow me to make the enquiry, through ‘ull a 
medium of your valuable periodical, whether any thing positive i 
known concerning the author, and the original, of a works a 
German title of which Suns thus: “ Es ist nur ein Gott! Vem 
theidigung des jiidischen Volkes zu den Zeiten des Jesus i 
Nazareth gegen die harten Beschuldigungen der Christen, © 


ville, im nord-amerikanischen Staate Tennessee. Nach der Lute 
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AND WORKING MAN'S FRIEND. 


englischen Auflage, von Benjamin Wollsteiner.” — “ There is 
one but one God! Defence of the Jewish people, at the epoch 
of Jesus of Nazareth, against the Severe Accusations of Christians, 
by Abraham Ben Jaddai, . Rabbi of the Hebrew Congregation at 
Knoxville, Tennessee, U S. From the thirteenth English edition, 
by Benjamin Wollsteier, 

“1 should not at all be surprised, were I to learn, that the men- 


tioned little work is of European origin, and that Rabbi Ben Jaddai 


ig merely the nom de guerre chosen by the German writer, who 
modestly—or timidly—assumes the character of a translator. 
Should my supposition of the non-existence of this pamphlet in 
the English Language prove correct, a few extracts of its contents 
would not, it seems to me, be out of place in the Chronicle, whose 
mission it should be to record faithfully, and without the fear of 
man, every movement of interest, political, social, and religious, 


that affects Judaism, whether that movement originate within or . 


without the Jewish body. 
Your obedient servant, 


Manchester, February 9, 1840. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—It rejoices me much that we have at length an impartial Journal, 


in the columns of which we can freely give vent to our feelings and opinions, | 
go that we are not personal or otherwise intemperate. 1 admire the inde. || 


pendence with which you inserted a letter from ‘‘ A Friend to the Blind,” 


oe in your last number, especially at a time when other charities are also - 
Me about celebrating their anniversaries by Balls and might consequently have 


withheld Advertisements,* the communication alluded to reflecting on their 


i | trenching en the ground which the Blind Society had so successfully occu» |} 
pied for many years. But, Sir, not wishing to encroach too mach on your 
me valuable space, | will merely add, that in every word of this letter, I and 


many more of my friends fully concur, and hope that while all other chari- 


Sem ties will succeed, the ensuing Ball in bebalf of our destitute Blind, will meet | 
Me with the same support as hitherto, and trust that another year will not | 
Mee elapse, ere the leading charities come to some mutual and friendly agree- 
mee iment as to the mode in which each should celebrate its anniversary, with- || 
out injury to the one or to the other. 


me = «6 Dear Str,—Would you or any one of your many readers | 
Me kindly inform me on what authority is the following event recorded | 
me inthe Hebrew and English Almanack, viz., Augustus’ edict in 
‘favour of the Jews in England, B:c. 15.” An early compliance 


| will greatly oblige, yours, &c. 


_ [“ Augustus’ edict in favor of the Jews, directed to all the governors of || 
a the Roman provinces, even to Britain—A.M.3775,” is recorded by the 


me euthor of the (Zemach David), a Hebrew chronologist of some 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sta,—Caleulating that any matter touching the affairs of our sy nagogue 


would readily be admitted ‘in the columns of the Anglo-Jewish Press, | 
forwarded to the ‘Voice of Jacob,” a statement complaining of abuses, 
Which, according to my humble view, unhappily exist in the management 
| of the select vestry system prevailing generally among our congregations, 


| But the factious Spirit which breathes through the pages of that Journal, it | 


| 4ppears, could not admit of the advocacy of the claims, embracing the ex- 

‘ension of privileges so long and unjustly withheld from by far the greater 

portion of our-ecommunity., Hence my communication was rejected. 

}. AS your Journal, however, professes to disseminate the cause of liberalism 

In allits bearings, and it must be admitted, has hitherto acted ug to this 
laudable engagement, I beg to hand you the rejected document. Relying 


Upon your inserting it in its original state in the “ Jewish Chronicle” as 


B arly as your space will allow, lam, Mr. Editor, with much respect, yours, &c, 


VINDEX. 
To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 


| Sia,—] should feel obliged by your submitting, through the medium of 
= influential Journal, some facts connected with the constitution of the 
airs of the New Synagogue, St. Helen’s. | 


~ 


* We have not the least fear of such a result.—Epitor. 


ANOTHER FRIEND TO THE BLIND. | 


T have always been desirous of not rendering myself officious, and would — 


now have preferred to remain passive, but impelled by a sense of duty to 


myself, and in justice towards the numerous body of my brethren similarly 
circumstanced, I cannot any longer forbear publishing what appears to me 


to be founded on ignorance, and based on injustice; namely, the exercise of 


an exclusive system of arbitrary control, such as was in a measure displayed 
on the late occasion of the election for the Chief Rabbi. 


As I am not associated with any party, 1 cannot be influenced by factions 


opposition ; but who can deny that there has, for a considerable period, ex- 
isted a murmuring dissatisfaction amongst the majority of the members of 
the above congregation, by their being disqualified from participating in 


the enjoyment of certain rights and immunities, assumed only to belong to 


the self-constituted privileged minority ? | | 

Now, I contend, that persons eligible to serve and bear the responsibilities 
of office, are upon every principle of justice and consistency, entitled to 
advantages co-equal with the rest. Jn fact, I conceive that every man, 
being a seat-holder and contributor to the maintenance and support of the 
sacred edifice and its contingencies, should not, for the sake of perpetuating 
an antiquated custom, be deprived of one fraction of that which he can 
justly lay claim to. | | 

I most explicitly protest against the line of distinction which is thus 
created between different classes of society, where our motto ought to be— 
“Unity, Harmony,and Justice.”” Nor does the perpetration of this species of 
intolerance terminate with their temporal existence; but it is even carried 


| beyond. And really is it not revolting that there should be found men, 
who are so far actuated in their imperious views, as to adopt the boundaries — 
in the last resting-place of the community in question, as if to exhibit that | 
poverty were a crime, and that indigence should sustain the stigma down 


to the grave, by manifesting, ‘* thus far shalt tliou goand no farther.’ Surely 
the fact of thére being many enlightened men amongst the poor and middling, 
quite, or probably more competent, to discriminate in matters appertaining 


to our holy religion, than the wealthier portion of the Jews, ought to qualify | 


the former to take part in the gen€ral proceedings, and not either on account 


of their inability to purchase their privileges, or from a disinelination to — 


recognise the propricty of such distinctions, be .précluded from having a 


voice in the administration of affairs in which they cannot but feel _ 


Interested;: 


Ido not think it approy ciate to the subject under consideration to advert 
to the late election for the Chief Rabbi, which does not appear to me to 


have been at all conducted upon just or sound principles, as, by the rejec- 


of the great mass of the should-be voters, it cannot be satisfactorily as- 
i} certained that the choice has been adopted in accordance with the desires of | 


the united congregations of the Jews. I have not, however, any wish. to 


‘ create a schism on this important point, and much less have | individually 
| to urge any thing in disparagement relative to the decision in favor of the 
reverend gentleman appointed to fill the rabbinic chair of Great Britain. | 


But I must, notwithstanding, reiterate my solemn conviction, that I, with 


others, who were debarred from voting on the occasion alluded to, were 


treated in a manner at once most intclerant, illiberal, and unjust, . 


I might possibly have dispensed notcing the ‘ ex-officio” reception | was | 
subjected to on attending at the Board for the purpose of recording my vote, 


but for marking my displeasure at the conduct of the select few sitting in 
secret conclave, with closed doors, where accessibility ought to have been 


extended to all. What a contrast do their clamours elsewhere and the great Ly 
efforts they exercise for their own emancipation present to the reflective — 


mind! Nor how they can reconcile themselves to such anomalies is to me 


matter of deep coneern as well as surprise. I would once and for all sug- 
gest a total repeal of the obnoxious enactments coatained in their ancient 


book of statutes, and rather compile in its stead a code of new laws and re- 


gulations, embodying concise, simple, and equitable rales for the future | 
government of ourcommunity, and thus remove the disgraceful barrierserected 


in the ages of dark bigotry and priestcraft, distinguishing the haughty son of 
mammon from his less successful brother, 


poses, let us enter the sacred edifice dedicated to the worship of the Almighty 


God without feeling the distinction which has hitherto characterised the | 
congregation of the New Synagogue, and not feel an inferiority at the scenes 


of an auction mart exhibited on our Sabbaths and festivals. I shon!d at 


once recommend the total abolition of these financial displays. However, 


if the object contemplated be conceded, if a concession it may be called, then 
the necessary reforms will follow in due course. 


Although I have as yet only animadverted on the objectionable mode cf 


conducting the business of tne New Synagogue, the spirit of exclusion 


adopted by the Great, as well as other Synagogues, has by no means es~ 


caped my notice; but, as I do not consider myself entitled to express any 
direct opinion relative to the other congregations, | trust that some of their 
respective members, more competent than myself, will undertake the vindi. 
cation of their rights, and prosecute with more zeal and ability than I can 


‘possibly devote to a cause, the accomplishment of which is so “ devoutly 


to be wished.”’ 
Irely on your being actuated by sentiments of impartiality, and therefore 
calculate on the insertion of this in your earliest publication, I beg to en- 
close my card, which you bave my authority to use ip any manner best cal- 
culated to promote the object contemplated. And I bave the honor to 
remain, with much respect, yours, &c, ViNDEX. 
Dec. 17, 1844. | | 
(The writer of this letter has also sent us his card.—Epttor J. Curnow, } 


| And if, as I bope, we are to 
continue, withont further interruption, a fraternity united for good pur- | 
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by the Rev. David Meldola, 
Allen’s Modern Judaism, by J.R. P.—Reply to H. P. by the same gen- — 
—tleman—Continuation of Conciliator—Miss Isaac’s appearance at a recent || 


a similar situation before. 


CHRONIOLE. 


‘SEPHARDIM CONGREGATION, ‘BEVIS MARKS. 


At a meeting of the Elders, held.on Sunday the 2nd February, _ ; 


the recommendation of the Yehidim for the appointment of a 
committee of enquiry for improvements, was rejected by that 
body ; a course which must be condemned by all men of rational 


reflection, and most unwisely adopted at a moment when the 


deputies of the same congregation have resolved to petition Par- 
liament for those immunities which the progress of civilisation 


_and'the enlightenment of the day imperatively demand as an act 
_ of equity and justice. 
now seek a just release from oppressive laws, are the foremost to 


Is it not surprising that the very men who 


withhold retributive justice to those over whom they exercise an 
obnoxious restraint? Is it not surprising, that they who should 
be the constituency of those very meen, and the free agents of 
their appointment to all their privileges, are in most instances the 


slaves of their coercion, and that it was not until forced upon them 
by the legislature of the country, as deputies, that they would 


recognise the Yehidim as their constituency, even in the exercise 


_ of that efficient character? Our limited space will not permit us 


to pursue the subject farther at present, but we beg to be .under- 


stood, that temporary silence is not permanent abandonment, and 
we have already promised this question our support, while those » 
whom it concerns continue to pew themselves worthy of our 
| assistance. 


NOTICE TO CORRPSPONDENTS. 


| Received for Review, “ A Casual Dia'ogue between a Christian and an Is- 


raclite, by H. Leveaux”—* The Rod. of Judgment,” Part II., translated 
‘by Dr. L. Loewe—Oration at the Funeral of the lamented Mr. Aguilar, 
Received also letter of “ Britannicus’— 


concert given in Perth—Letter to B. E., by Quizinus. To all, ard to the 


last in particular (a review of his pamphlet is in type), we must apologise || 


. for merely noticing them in this number. ‘The mass of correspondence 


we have received compels us to defer our decision till the publication of || 


our next number, when a good deal of the correspondence. already in 
type will Spee 


jor moderate read modest. 


TO W ATCHMAKE RS AND THE TRADE IN GENERAL. 


TANTED by a respectable Young Man of the Jewish persuasion, a situa- 
tion as JOBBER in the above line. 
Apprenticeship to the Manufacturing Department, and having employed his 


time in Jobbing for the last Six Years, begs to state that he thoroughly un-— 
Satisfactory references or Security | 


derstands every branch of the Business. 


can be given. No objection to Town cr Country. 


N.B. Please to direct (post paid) to D. A. Ln, at. post oflice, Mansell- 


street, s- fields, London, 


ANTED, aSE RV OF ALL woRK, in a Small Family; either a 


Jewess, or one who has lived ina vewish family. Apply at Mr. 
Valentine's, 6, 


ante by a Ww Slopseller: 1 a YOUNG MAN as SAL ESMAN 


and WAREHOUSEMAN. Must be of good address and have filled 


Apply by letter only, stating last situation, and 
how long he has —_ in the business. 

eat B., 2 28, St. Vincent Street, Jamaica Street, 
Last 


Road 
Ews' HOSPITAL, “MILE END, 


For the Papen of the Aged and for the Education and Employment’ 
Youth. 


a Well-Educated Person as SUPERINTENDENT to | 
He will be required to reside in the house, and 


above Institution. 
must be fully competent to instruct the inmates. 
£100 to £130 per annum. 
Letters, stating Qualifications, &c., to be me Seon to Mr. S. Solomon, 
42, Great Prescott-street, from whom further peruenre may be obtained. 


The Salary will be from 


A RESPECTABLE JE WESS. beloniing | to the Spanish and Portuguese 


Congregation, of about Twenty years of age, wishes for a situation as 


Nurserymaid, or Under Nurse, in a Jewish Family; can also assist in the | 
Millinery and Dress-Making, having served her apprenticeship to the same, 


Has no objection to make herself useful in house affairs, 


Direct (pre-paid) to A.S. at Mr. W, Samuel’s, Baker, 32, Middlesex- 
street, Aldgate, References of respectability can be given, * a 


LEVI. 


The Advertiser has served his 


| eJOhn Dyte, Esq. 


CONGREGATION or UNITED BRETHREN OF THE JEWISH FAITH, 
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA. | 
ANTED for the above Congregation, a Gentleman (an unmarried Engl 
one would be preferred), qualified to officiate as in, LECTURER 
bya Sya and wmw ; the latter to be only temporary. The sate 
will be £200 sterling per annum, with a free residence ; and it is Presumed 


that a School, which he will be required to superintend, and to give in. | 


struction in Hebrew and English, will ht an additional yearly sum of 
about £100, | 

Application to be - to Messrs Lazarus & Lawitance, 4, Castle. 
street, Houndsditch. | | 


\ R. D. NUTT has to announce to the Jewel Nation i in particular, that he 
has just commenced publishing a Translation of that important Work, 
written by the Rev. Davip Nieto in the year 1713, entitled 


THE ROD OF JUDGMENT 
which fully demonstrates the truth and power of the Traditional Laws as 


recorded in the Mishna and the Talmud, and in which the conjectural ob. 
jections which have at various times raised against those 


definitively answered, 


TRANSLATED BY thews, F.R.A:S. , &e. 


«The Work will be published in detached portions ; ial due notice will be 


given of the appearance of each. Parts I. and IL, consisting of five sheets 
of letter-press, neatly printed in demy 8vo, and stitched in a wrapper, are 


now ready, and may be had together, price 3s., or separately at 1s. and 2s, 


Persons desirous of securing a complete copy of this work are requested 
to give their orders as early as possible, as the number of impressions taken 


| will not be greater than is deemed adequate to. the — of those “" 
are naturally most interested in the snbject. 


London: D. Nutt. 158, ‘Fleet Street. 


In the Press, and shortly will be Published, price ( to Subscribers) 258.5. 
complete. To Non-Subscribers, 30s, 


A HEBREW AND ENGLISH BIBLE, 
With the Explanatory, Critical, and Grammatigal Notes of the late Davin 


xoodman’s-fields. Vol. I. will be ready for. delivery on the Ist of March, 


~The work will form Five Volumes: at the end of each volume wil 
| be given the maven (portions from the Prophets, as read in the synagogue) 

with the English Translation and Notes. | 
The work ‘will be printed by Messrs. Wertheimer and Co., on fine paper, 
| and may be had, either complete, price 25s., by the volume, 58. each, of 
_ || in weekly numbers, price 6d., of Mr. S. Solomon, 42, Great Prescott-street, 


Erratum. of Contert,4 on ‘the 27th January, last line but one, | 


and the publisher and printers pledge themselves to congue the whole = 


within two months from that date. 


omiy> 
“INSTITUTION FOR THE RELIEF OF THE INDIGENT BLIND 


OF THE JEWISH PERSUASION, 
| ESTABLISHED 5580—1819. 


nA | HE Committee of Management respectfully acquaint the Friends and Sub- 


scribers to the above Institution, that their Righteenth ANNIVERSARY 


BALL in aid of the Funds, will take place on Tuesday, the 25th Instant, 
| at Willis’ s Rooms, King-street, St. James’s, under the superintendence of 


~ Aron Solomon, Esq. President, 
Jacob Davis, Esq. Vice-President, 
Joseph Lazarus, sq. Treasurer, 


And i the following Gentlemen: — 


Alexander, Esq. 
H. Ansell, Esq. 
Barnett, 
Henry H. Cohen, Esq. 
J.D. Davis, Esq. | 
Davis, 
John Davis, Esq. | 
M. Dyte, Esq. 
Henry Dyte, Esq. 


Morice Esq. 
Lewis Levy, Esq. | 
Lawrence Levy, 
Jacob Lyons, Esq. 
Henry Moses, Esq. _ 
Benjamin Moses; Esq. 
L. Miers, Esq. 
P. Phillips, Esq. | 
Barnett L. Phillips, Esq. 
Philip Salomons, Esq. 
John Sammell, Esq. 
Prederick Hart, Esq. Maurice Solomon, Esq, 
M. L. Lawrance, Esq. John Solomon, Esq. 
Tickets (not transferable) may be obtained from the above Gentleme® 


10s. 6d. each, including refreshments. | 
42, Great Prescott-street. S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


INFANT SCHOOL.—A BALL in aid of the Funds of the aber 
Institution will be held at Willis’ Rooms, St. James’, on T Thursday 
the 3rd April, 1845. 


Isaac Hyam, Esq. 


tary: 
WALTER JOSEPHS, Honorary Secretar 


_ Printed for the. Prosrlator. Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and publis ‘ paid 
Valentine, at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 132, Houndsditch, and by W. Brittain, 11; 
noster-row, in the city of London. 


Friday, February 21, 
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